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PUENTES is the market-leading one-semester program designed to meet the unique challenges of

high-beginner or intensive first-year Spanish courses. With a dynamic power-pacing organization,

rich integration of culture, and a full array of ancillary components, PUENTES reinforces familiar

concepts while motivating students to progress from receptive knowledge to active and accurate

use of Spanish.
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Patti J. Marinelli has had a distinguished career teaching Spanish at the University of South

Carolina. The recipient of many university awards, she also was named Teacher of the Year by the

South Carolina Foreign Language Teachers' Association in 2008. She has extensive experience

coordinating the introductory Spanish program and mentoring graduate teaching assistants at the

university. Marinelli has authored two other Spanish textbooks, including the best-selling high

beginner textbook Puentes. Both her teaching and writing are informed by her experiences as a

certified ACTFL OPI tester and her expertise in standards-based instruction.Lizette Mujica Laughlin,

a native of Cuba, is a graduate of the University of South Carolina, where she has been on the

faculty for more than 20 years. She is an ACTFL-certified oral and writing proficiency tester/trainer in

Spanish/English. Her proficiency training has played a pivotal role in her professional development,

for example, as upper-level course coordinator at the University of South Carolina, author, and



tester/trainer for ACTFL.

Really helped me with my Spanish class.

It was cheap and exactly what I needed. I signed up for a student account and got my book in 2

days with no extra shipping charge.

The book shipped very quickly, however it was missing a "book code" which in turn cost me an extra

$60.00. A little perturbed, but at least I made an A in the class
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